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6th Wings Family Day  
Lorain Correctional Institution 
Grafton, OH 
06-18-16 
 
The 6th Wings Family Day at the Lorain Correctional Institution in Grafton, OH was held on June 
18, 2016. There were 40 children, 103 adult family members, 54 inmates, 28 volunteers, and 15 
Correctional staff who were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from many congregations 
from Elyria, Cleveland, Columbus, Reynoldsburg, Pickerington, Mayfield Heights, Twinsburg, 
Oberlin, Ashland, Covington, KY and Albuquerque, NM.  

On Saturday we arrived at the prison and were quickly escorted across the prison grounds to the 
large educational room by Chaplain Louis Pollard. All the volunteers did a great job of helping 
set-up for the Family Day.  

Next the families started arriving and Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one 
another, found out favorite hobbies, and where people were from, and discovered fun things to 
do in their hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another and 
before the inmates arrived, all the families had already had a good time. 

Next the men arrived and we were ready to start the Family Day. Chaplain Louis opened the 
Wings Family Day in prayer. Wings volunteer Michael Tischler, from True Freedom Ministries 
played his guitar and children and family members helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the 
Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s 
Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood to have a 
great time and realize that this WAS fun and that everyone WAS going to have a great time.   

Mike is a retired professional musician who led everyone in singing some of their favorite songs 
and everyone enjoyed the singing so much. 

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son, as we were celebrating FATHER’S Day.  The father, the 
older son, and younger son were outfitted in lovely costumes.  “Wild women”, children as “pigs”, 
and “card dealers” were also dressed in costume.  The audience was divided with half supporting 
the younger son – “Hi Dad”, and the other half supported the older son – “What about me?”  
Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, Ann reflected about 
the story.  She minded us that our Father will always come running to us, and always welcome we 
home, no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, as there were so many volunteers 
from different ministries.  Dr. Kevin Hairston, the Ohio Director for Prison Fellowship, shared about 
PF and their many programs including Angel Tree, of which Wings originally started from.  The 
family members enjoyed hearing about the various programs the prison offers and some of the 
programs on the outside too.  



During this time the men were busy making Father’s Day cards with their children and 
grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and 
recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes 
for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Since we will soon be watching the 
Summer Olympics, it was only fitting that Wings hold its own “Summer Olympic Relay”.  Each 
table became its own “team”.  Soon people were “carrying the torch”, diving, broad jumping, 
synchronized swimming, hitting the volleyball back and forth, rowing in unison, and cheering “USA, 
USA, USA, USA!  The national anthem was sung by each team, and then an “Official Olympic 
Team Photo” was taken of each team, and gold medals were hung from each member’s neck.  
Great fun was had and laughter filled the gym. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Father’s Day Family Day today because: 
1. Brother. 
2. My brother is here. 
3. Wanted to see my dad. 
4. To see my family member. 
5. To be with my dad. 
6. To be with my family. 
7. Papa. 
8. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
9. Visiting son. 
10. To see my dad. 
11. My nephew.  To support him. 
12. To see my son. 
13. To spend time with my family. 
14. My granddaughter wanted to visit her dad and it was the first time we all worshipped in 

years. 
15. It’s Father’s Day. 
16. To see my brother. 
17. I wanted to see my dad. 
18. It’s something that we do every year. 
19. To visit and have fun with my Pa. 
20. My stepson invited me. 
21. It’s very important for family, social gathering. 
22. To visit my father. 
23. To spend time with my son. 
24. Uncle. 
25. Brother. 
26. I came to visit my brother and share with people. 
27. I came to share a special moment (Father’s Day) with my friend. 



28. I came to share with my family member. 
29. I come to visit my brother. 
30. I wanted to see my daughter and spend family time for Father’s day. 
31. I wanted my children to be able to interact with their father. 
32. I wanted to see my mom and family outside the visiting room. 
33. I wanted to spend time with my relatives. 
34. I missed my dad. 
35. Because my husband wanted me to come. 
36. I miss my son. 
37. To fellowship with my son and share the day with others going through the same issues I/we 

are. 
38. To visit my bro. 
39. Today coming to the Wings Family Day was a great experience for my kids/family to get 

that interaction with their dad again like they do at home. 
40. My brother is here. 
41. To see my father-in-law. 
42. Michigan, I wanted to see and visit my dad. 
43. I wanted to spend time with my husband and kids with dad. 
44. I love my family! 
45. My brother is an inmate here and my parents made me. 
46. My grandson. 
47. I missed my brother. 
48. It was an opportunity to see my son more intimately, and to see the Wings Ministry. 
49. I wanted to spend the Father’s Day weekend with my brother. 
50. I wanted to visit my Uncle Joe. 
51. To visit my husband. 
52. My son Samuel Peal is in prison. 
53. Brother. 
54. My family. 
55. I love spending time with family, and my spirit/faith is strong. 
56. To see my brother Julian Whitakek. 
57. I wanted to spend time with my loved one. 
58. To enjoy the time with my family member. 
59. I wanted to spend time with my cousin. 
60. To have a visit with my brother. 
61. My wife attended today. 
62. Of my husband. 
63. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
64. To see my son. 
65. To see my brother. 
66. I wanted to be a part of the Wings Family Day. 
67. My son is an inmate here. 
68. I wanted to see my boyfriend and spend that time with him. 
69. I wanted to see and support my husband and pray for better days. 
70. I wanted to open my wife’s exes to this type of church environment. 
71. Donald Beacham. 
72. To see Carla and Oho. 
73. I wanted to spend more time with my mother. 
74. It gives inmates and family quality time. 



75. Chaplain invited my volunteer prison ministry to participate. 
76. Support my son. 
77. To spend time with family. 
78. To see my brother. 
79. To visit my grandpa. 
80. To get the chance to spend extra time with my father. 
81. To spend time with my family. 
82. Of my son to be supportive and show my love that we are still family and love him. 
83. To spend time with my dad on Father’s Day. 
84. Visit my son. 
85. To see my family. 
86. To visit with my son. 
87. I wanted to see my dad. 
88. I want to spend time with my family and awesome daughter! 
89. I wanted to spend time with my son. 
90. Visit my brother. 
91. To visit my brother-in-law. 
92. Family/uncle. 
93. To see my brother. 
94. To see my family. 
95. My father. 
96. For my brother-in-law. 
97. Nephew. 
98. To see my uncle. 
99. To see my dad. 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. My family. 
2. Making crafts. 
3. Spending time with him and talking to him. 
4. Enjoyable. 
5. Everything. 
6. Seeing brother-in-law. 
7. Seeing family. 
8. Seeing my family all at once. 
9. Seeing my son. 
10. Hugs. 
11. Spending time with family. 
12. The Bible story. 
13. Being with my family. 
14. The Bible story and arts and crafts. 
15. Seeing and spending time with family. 
16. Meeting each other’s family members. 
17. Everything – meeting people. 
18. Seeing him spend time with his daughter. 
19. Making crafts with my daughter. 
20. Seeing my dad. 
21. To spend time with my son. 



22. Seeing my mother. 
23. Meeting new people. 
24. Whole family day schedule program. 
25. Playing games, singing, meeting new people, dancing, eating. 
26. Sit down and eating. 
27. Being able to break bread with my whole family. 
28. To see my grandbaby’s smile. 
29. My kids getting the opportunity to spend time with my father and do activities. 
30. Eating. 
31. Being able to share time with me and my two sons. 
32. Fun and fellowship, encouragement and hope. 
33. To see the dads with their children. 
34. Just about everything. 
35. Seeing Carla and Oho. 
36. Seeing him. 
37. Seeing Donald and to meet other people. 
38. Watching all the families come together and enjoy one another’s company. 
39. Seeing all the families participate in the program play. (The Prodigal Son drama) 
40. When the Wings told their stories. 
41. Seeing my son. 
42. The hugs and the family bonding and interactions. 
43. Seeing mom and the visit. 
44. Good. 
45. Being with my mom. 
46. Singing and participation. 
47. Hearing positive words today. 
48. The fellowship. 
49. Seeing the joy of the families. 
50. My highlight was being in close contact with my loved one. 
51. I loved the fellowship with other inmates’ families and my family. 
52. Being able to sit close and touch my loved one. 
53. The interactive play and live music. 
54. Going over that scripture and seeing the kid’s performance. 
55. The play. 
56. Eating with my brother today and for the time together. 
57. The story about father and two son I liked.  (The Prodigal Son) 
58. Being able to spend quality time. 
59. Getting to see my uncle after 12 years and how upbeat and enjoyable everyone was. 
60. Making crafts with the children. 
61. Making stuff for daddy and Uncle Joe. 
62. Seeing my son and to meet other people. 
63. Sitting down and talking. 
64. Being with my grandson. 
65. Getting to see my brother, getting to know people I didn’t know, learning where everyone 

was from. 
66. Spending time with Mama Jamma without the barrier in the visitation room. The discussion 

about ministry in prisons and lowering recidivism rates. 
67. The play, singing, dancing. 
68. Being with my dad. 



69. For my kids getting to spend time with their grandpa. 
70. Spending time with my brother. 
71. Seeing my kids smile and saying how they enjoyed seeing their father. 
72. The fun and to see family. 
73. Singing, skit, and fellowship over pizza. 
74. Seeing, listening to speakers. 
75. Being with family. 
76. Seeing my dad. 
77. The show (performance).  (The Prodigal Son) 
78. Spending time with my mom and family. 
79. Me seeing smiles on my children’s and their dad’s faces. 
80. Just spending time with my family in a religious setting. 
81. Excellent. 
82. Special. 
83. Excellent and pretty. 
84. Nice visiting spending time with my brother and his niece and nephew. 
85. See my uncle making crafts. 
86. Spending time with my son and family together. 
87. Arts and crafts. 
88. Just seeing my family and others have fun. 
89. Arts and crafts and eating as a family and learning the stats about kids going to prison. 
90. Playing in the story and arts and crafts. 
91. The inmates walking in. 
92. Seeing my dad. 
93. Arts and crafts. 
94. Hearing Ann’s and the volunteers’ stories and spending time with my loved one. 
95. Holding hands and hugging my family. 
96. Seeing my dad. 
97. Seeing my son. 
98. Singing and our son. 
99. Everything, but the singing. 
100. Talking. 
101. Explaining all the programs available was very interesting. 
102. Playing in the play. 
103. Cookies. 
104. Being with my family. 
105. Visiting with my dad. 
106. Seeing my family member. 
107. Food. 
108. Being able to sit and eat with my family. 
109. Spending time with brother in a fun environment. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It’s encouraging for all involved. You get to spread the love of God. 
2. It gives the family a chance to spend some time together without the restrictions of hugging. 
3. It’s good for families to spend time together. 
4. It’s nice to have at least one day where we get a real visit. 
5. It’s fun to be with family. 
6. It’s a great way to spend time with family. 



7. I can see my papa. 
8. It is good for families to build a stronger relationship with each other. 
9. Greatest experience for family together again. 
10. Bonding times. 
11. It brings families together. 
12. Have a good long visit with family. 
13. I got to see my dad. 
14. This was a great day with my family. 
15. It allows families to fellowship together. 
16. It influences the inmates. 
17. I get to see my dad. 
18. It brightens the inmates. 
19. It’s lots of fun and you can meet people. 
20. It allows us to hear and learn about God and provides positive socialization for families and 

inmates. 
21. It’s the human thing to do. 
22. The children get to enjoy their day with their dads or family. 
23. It is great for families. 
24. This is very nice seeing other families visiting and getting to be with family. 
25. Thank you very much, God bless. 
26. We meet people, very friendly. 
27. Helpful for the inmates and their families. 
28. Inmate and family members share together. 
29. We meet people. 
30. It allows different families to meet and fellowship. 
31. This gives the prisoners/families a sense of hope and something to look forward to. 
32. It’s an eventful atmosphere. 
33. It’s a great opportunity to be closer to your loved one and hear other’s stories. 
34. I get to have fun with my dad. 
35. It’s a nice time for family and friends together. 
36. It brings family members together. 
37. I feel it’s encouraging to both the inmates and their loved ones and I firmly believe all things 

are possible through Jesus Christ. 
38. It’s a good idea. 
39. Yes, I feel like for the families that have a long time in jail they should be a part of this won-

derful program. 
40. It’s a fun way of interacting with the inmates. 
41. It’s a good way to bring families closer. 
42. It is fun. 
43. We learned more about God. And the family spent great time together. Positive. 
44. It is very important for inmates to be able to spend this kind of time with their families. In-

mates and their families are in prison! Family time calms and soothes inmates and gives those 
that struggle more than others a reason to stay out of trouble. 

45. It was a fun experience for the whole family. 
46. Yes. 
47. It brings people together. 
48. It is very beneficial to the inmates and the family. 
49. Because I like to spend time with Uncle Joe. 
50. It allows a more family friendly visiting opportunity. 



51. Services such as these are rare. Many do not care like they should. These services give a fun 
environment to visit loved ones. 

52. Intimate quality time is important for inmates to not become institutionalized. 
53. Yes, keep the good job going. Well done today. 
54. Yes, for family to come together. I like Wings for family. 
55. Good for families with members incarcerated. 
56. It helps keep family strong and helps deepening faith. 
57. Gives inmates hope and spiritual. Moved my family. 
58. The prisoners and their family need to have a sense of normalcy every chance we can get. 
59. It will be something all will look forward to. 
60. Wings Family Days should continue because it’s a positive engagement. 
61. This is the only time I see my brother. 
62. It’s good for us to have this time together. 
63. It’s a great time to interact with the family. 
64. It’s a wonderful time to interact with the family. 
65. It means so much to all of us inmates that call LorCI our home. 
66. Yes. 
67. This offers a chance to check on the betterment of mom’s anxiety. 
68. It brings peace and togetherness. 
69. It promotes family wellness. 
70. Brings Christian in the prison and spend time with family. 
71. It gives the inmate and family time to pray and worship together. 
72. It’s a stress free environment where we can enjoy our families. 
73. It was fun. 
74. It is a great time. 
75. It gives us a chance to see our loved ones and build bonds. 
76. It is appreciated. 
77. It follows the philosophy and mission statement of the ODRC. 
78. Joy and family fellowship. 
79. Gathering with other families. 
80. I like their program. 
81. You have fun. 
82. It gives families the chance to freely visit. 
83. We get to be with them without being separated by a wall. 
84. It gives the inmates hope and it shows Godly love that regardless of who you are, God still 

loves you. 
85. Teaches us things. 
86. Because it lets the fathers that are locked up see their family members and it brings family 

together. 
87. I think it encourages the inmates and family. 
88. It’s a good program. 
89. Yes, it’s good for the inmates. 
90. It is a good thing to look forward to. 
91. It keeps inmates out of trouble and something to look forward to. Nice time with family. 
92. It is good for the inmates and the family. 
93. It’s a good affair. 
94. It’s a very good program. 
95. Strengthens and enlightens the family. 
96. It helps bring family together to bond and share different stories. 



97. It gives the family time to interact other than the visiting room. 
98. It gives inmates a chance to see their family. 
99. It helps build and strengthen our family inmates. 
100. Families need encouragement. 
101. It’s worthwhile! 
102. This is a good program. 
103. It’s good for everyone. 
104. It breaks up the monotony for inmates. 
105. It lets inmates see their family. Really love them. 
106. It is fun and enjoyable. 
107. You get to spend time with family before Father’s Day. 
108. So I can see my dad. 
109. Because they do a good job. 

 
I appreciate Prison Fellowship and Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gifts 
and books, 1687 Foundation, Guideposts Magazine, donated pizza, and want to 
tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. To continue, it is really appreciated. 
2. I am thankful. 
3. Please continue to do it. 
4. God bless. 
5. Bless you all. God is good. 
6. Ann, the volunteers. 
7. Have it again. 
8. I appreciate the opportunity to see my dad. 
9. Please come again. 
10. May God bless you as you continue to deliver your message. 
11. We’ll see you again next year. (I hope.) 
12. I will see you next year. 
13. Please do it again next year. 
14. Come back soon. 
15. See you next year hopefully. 
16. Thanks. 
17. Thank you very much, God bless. 
18. May God bless you. 
19. We appreciate them. 
20. All the staff and volunteers. 
21. I hope to do this again soon! 
22. Bye. 
23. That we enjoyed spending time with our loved ones and feeling safe. 
24. Thanks for coming so we got to spend time with family and had fun. 
25. I greatly appreciate you! Please continue to make events like this possible. It means the world. 
26. I had a great time. 
27. I appreciate them. 



28. Keep up the good work and they are very appreciated. 
29. God bless you. 
30. That we appreciate their time, effort, encouragement, and thoughtfulness. 
31. Please continue these services. They mean a lot to everyone involved. 
32. I appreciate it. 
33. Thank you. The time with my son for the day. 
34. Thank you, Wings. 
35. And God bless. 
36. Keep up the good work and keep hope alive! 
37. Thank you. 
38. I really want to thank everyone that made this event happen. 
39. I would like to thank those involved for the message of God, time with my relatives, and food. 
40. They did a good job. 
41. I appreciate everything. 
42. Keep it up. 
43. I really appreciat4e all they did to make this day fun. Keep it up. Thanks. 
44. Keep up the good job. 
45. Keep going. 
46. I appreciate this day very much. We needed more time on that day. 
47. Thank you for everything. 
48. Keep up the events and encouragement. 
49. May God bless you all. 
50. Keep up the great work. 
51. Keep up the good job.it br 
52. Keep up the good work. 
53. Don’t stop. 
54. Continue to do God’s work being the angels that you’re are. I appreciate all that was done 

and may God send a double portion to those who put it together. Be blessed. 

55. We appreciate you. 
56. Thank you. 
57. For a find job. 
58. God Bless you and everyone who is trying to make a difference. 
59. Everyone that was involved. 
60. Keep up the great job. 
61. First time it was so nice to be able to spend time with Donald. 
62. Thank you! And I will be praying for you all. 
63. This program is making a huge impact and changing lives. 
64. Did a great job. 
65. See you next year!! 
66. I would like to do more to help with the event. 
67. Nice program that offers the chance to socialize. 
68. We all appreciate everything. 



69. Please come again! 
70. Come back again. 
71. God bless the works of their hands. 
72. God bless you and keep up the good work. 
 

MILES TRAVELED One-Way FOR FATHER’S DAY 
 
80, 75, 60, 55, 50, 32, 30, 41.7, 35, 25 footsteps, 0, 500, 100, 90, 84.6, 73, 68, 55, 50, 45, 40, 39, 
38, 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13, 8, 30 feet, 0, .01, 1 hr. 30 min., 50 minutes, “too many” 
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